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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 6 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claims. See MPEP § 608.0 l(n). Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 15-18 lack patentable utility. M A use" cannot be patented. Appropriate correction 
is required. Additionally, Claim 19 is rejected for being dependant on claims 15-18. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-5, 7, 9-16, and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable • 
over Trovato et al. (US Patent Number 6,469,742 Bl) in further view of Patry et al. (US Patent 
Publication 2003/0041335 Al). 

Regarding claim 1, Trovato discloses a home entertainment system (see page 2, 
paragraph 26, "peripheral devices such as a television, personal computer, PDA or other digital 
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or analog receiving device" ) comprising a first component (102) (see Figure 2, element 101 
and/or 106, and/or Figure 1, element 25) and a second component (104) (see Figures 1 and/or 2, 
element 10) connected using one or more interconnections (see Figure 2, element 4) (see also 
column 5, lines 46-49) for exchanging software content between the components (see column 5, 
lines 50-54) (see also column 4, lines 50-67), the components being operable to: exchange 
software content using said interconnections (see page 6, paragraph 90-91), and: a) generate an 
indication (see column 6, lines 13-16), and b) communicate the indication to the second 
component (see column 6, lines 13-16)(104), and the second component (104) is operable to: L 
receive the indication, and, in dependence on the indication, II. adapt the processing of content 
associated with the at least one interconnection used for exchanging data content (see column 6, 
lines 16-19). 

However, Trovato does not explicitly disclose exchanging analogue AV content using 
said interconnections. Additionally, Trovato does not disclose exchanging data content during a 
time interval and generate indications in relation to a time interval. 

In an analogous art, Patry discloses exchanging analogue AV content using a connection 
(SCART) (see page 2, paragraph 32) between a first component (see Figure 2, television video 
decoder receiver 1) and a second component (see Figure 2, television 2). In addition, Patry 
discloses exchanging data content during a time interval (see Figure 4, Figure 5, Figure 10) 
between two components (see Figure 1, elements l.b and/or l.c) and based on the time interval; 
generating indications (i.e. "announcement signal) (see page 4, paragraphs 61-62), sending 
indication to a second component (see page 4, paragraph 62) (see also pages 4-5, paragraph 72), 
and adapting processing of content associated with interconnection for exchanging data content 
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(see page 3, paragraphs 46-50). (See also page 3, paragraphs 51-55). In addition, it is old and 
well known to exchange analogue video and audio content between component devices using a 
SCART connection. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's 
invention to modify Trovato 's invention to include exchanging analog video between two 
components (i.e. between a television and receiver) for the purpose of centralizing exchanging 
data information and analogue AV, a common technique in components which use SCART. In 
addition, it would have been obvious at the time of Applicant's invention to modify Trovato's 
invention exchanging data content between two components (e.g. updating a television or any 
peripheral device through a connection with a receiver, set top box, IRD, decoder, receiver) arid 
generating an indication, as in Patry's invention, by sending an indication to the second 
component, and adapting processing of content associated with interconnection for exchanging 
data content for the predictable result of adaptable upgrade capability where upgrading and 
debugging between components is virtually transparent to the user (see Trovato column 6, lines 
18-22). 

Regarding claim 2, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
1). In addition, Patry discloses a home entertainment system, wherein the second component is 
further operable, in dependence on the indication, to determine the at least one interconnection 
utilised to exchange data content with the first component (see page 3, paragraph 43). 

Regarding claim 3, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
1). In addition, Patry discloses a home entertainment system, wherein the second component is 
operable to adapt the processing of content by inhibiting presentation of said content (see Patry, 
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page 3, paragraph 46). 

Regarding claim 4, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
1). In addition, Patry discloses a home entertainment system, wherein the interconnections for 
exchanging analogue AV content are those defined within the Scart specification (see Patry, page 
2, paragraph 32). 

Regarding claim 5, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
4). A home entertainment system as claimed in claim 4, wherein the at least one interconnection 
utilised to exchange data content is the vertical blanking interval of Scart (see page 2, paragraph 
31-32). 

However, neither Trovato nor Patry explicitly discloses exchanging data content with the 
blanking pin 16 of Scart. 

Nevertheless, it is old and well known in the art at the time of Applicant's invention to 
use the blanking pin 16 of Scart (Blanking Signal Input) for exchanging content. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to use the blanking pin 16 of a SCART connection 
for exchanging data using VBI for the obvious motivation of adhering to SCART specifications 
for exchanging data. 

Regarding claim 7, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
6). In addition, Patry discloses a home entertainment system communicating the indication by 
wireless means (i.e. Radio Frequency) (See paragraph 31). 

Regarding claim 9, Trovato discloses a method for exchanging data between a first 
component (see Figure 2, element 101 and/or 106, and/or Figure 1, element 25) and a second 
component (see Figures 1 and/or 2, element 10) of a home entertainment system, which 
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components are connected using one or more interconnections (see Figure 2, element 4) (see also 
column 5, lines 46-49) operable to exchange software content (see column 5, lines 50-54) (see 
also column 4, lines 50-67). 

However, Trovato does not disclose exchanging analogue AV between the components. 
Additionally, Trovato does not discloses the method of generating, receiving indications and in 
dependence of the indication adapting processing of content to be exchanged. 

In an analogous art, Patry discloses discloses the method comprising the steps of, for the 
first component: a) acquiring (304) data to exchange with the second component (see pages 4-5, 
paragraph 72); b) generating (310) an indication which indicates a data exchange mode (see page 
5, paragraph 76); c) communicating (311) the indication to the second component (see page 5, 
paragraph 76); d) exchanging data (312) with the second component using at least one of said 
interconnections (see page 2, paragraph 32); and e) cancelling (314) the indication to indicate a 
cessation of the data exchange mode (see page 5, paragraph 82), and the method comprising the 
steps of, for the second component: I. checking (354) for an indication from components in the 
system (see page 5, paragraph 73); II. receiving (356) the indication from the first component 
(see page 5, paragraph 53); III. exchanging (360) data with the first component (see page 5, 
paragraph 53); and, in dependence on the indication, IV. adapting (362) the processing of content 
associated with the at least one interconnection used for exchanging data content (see page 5, 
paragraph 76). In addition, it is old and well known to exchange analogue video and audio 
content between component devices using a SCART connection. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's 
invention to modify Trovato' s invention to include exchanging analog video between two 
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components (i.e. between a television and receiver) for the purpose of centralizing exchanging 
data information and analogue AV, a common technique in components which use SCART. In 
addition, it would have been obvious at the time of Applicant's invention to modify Trovato's 
invention exchanging data content between two components (e.g. updating a television or any 
peripheral device through a connection with a receiver, set top box, IRD, decoder, receiver) and 
generating an indication, as in Patry's invention, by sending an indication to the second 
component, and adapting processing of content associated with interconnection for exchanging 
data content for the predictable result of adaptable upgrade capability where upgrading and 
debugging between components is virtually transparent to the user (see Trovato column 6, lines 
18-22). 

Regarding claim 10, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
9). In addition, Patry discloses the method, after step a) for the first component, further 
comprising the steps of: determining (306) available analogue AV content interconnections with 
the second component; and selecting (308) at least one of the available interconnections to use to 
exchange data (see page 3, paragraph 43). 

Regarding claim 11, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
9). In addition, Patry discloses the method, after step II for the second component, further 
comprising the step of: determining (358), in dependence on the indication, the at least one 
interconnection utilised to exchange data with the first component (see page 3, paragraph 43). 

Regarding claim 12, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
9-11). In addition, Patry discloses the method, wherein the indication is communicated to all 
components of the home entertainment system thereby allowing the components to configure 
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themselves in dependence on the indication (see page 5, paragraphs 75-77). 

Regarding claim 13, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
9-12). In addition, Patry discloses the method, wherein the second component acknowledges the 
indication to the first component (see page 5, paragraph 75). 

Regarding claim 14, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
9-13). In addition, Patry discloses the method, wherein the second component, during the data 
exchange, communicates to the first component mode alterations in the availability of 
interconnections presently being used for data exchange (see page 5, paragraphs 73 and 75). 

Regarding claim 15, Trovato discloses a use of an at least one interconnection operable 
to exchange analogue AV content between components of a home entertainment system see page 
2, paragraph 26, "peripheral devices such as a television, personal computer, PDA or other 
digital or analog receiving device" ). 

However, Trovato does not explicitly disclose to, alternatively, exchange data between 
said components and, during the data exchange, to adapt the processing of content associated 
with the at least one interconnection by the components. 

In an analogous art, Patry discloses during a data exchange, to adapt the processing of 
content associated with the at least one interconnection by the components (see page 5, 
paragraph 76). 

It would have been obvious at the time of Applicant's invention to modify Trovato' s 
invention to adapt the processing of content associated with an interconnection by the 
components during a data exchange for the predictable result of allowing the two components to 
by synchronously exchanging data to prevent a first component from sending data when the a 
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different component is not receiving. 

Regarding claim 16, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
15). In addition, Patry discloses a use, wherein the exchange of data is signalled by means of an 
indication (see page 3, paragraph 46). 

Regarding claim 18, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
15). In addition, Patry discloses a use as claimed in claim 15, wherein the at least one 
interconnection is embodied within the Scart specification (see page 2, paragraph 32). 

Regarding claim 19, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 
9» 14). In addition, Patry discloses component of a home entertainment system, the component 
comprising software configured for carrying out the method (see column 3, lines 43-63). 

5. Claim 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Trovato et al. 
(US Patent Number 6,469,742 Bl) in further view of Patry et al. (US Patent Publication 
2003/0041335 Al) in further view of Sato et al. (US Patent Number 5,991,832). 

Regarding claim 6, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claims 
1-4). In addition, Patry discloses a SCART connection for exchanging data. 

However, neither Trovato nor Patry disclose sending the indication to be sent via a 
separate means. 

In an analogous art, Sato discloses sending an indication via a seperate means using a 
Scart connection (see column 7, lines 52-57). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention 
to modify Trovato's invention in view of Patry's invention to use the tenth pin of a SCART 
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connection for sending information, as in Sato's invention, to send an indication, as in Trovato's 
and Patry's invention, for the predictable result of preventing interference of communication 
between a data link from the vertical blanking interval pin, or any other connection for 
exchanging data and/or video, to allow a larger data exchange rate. 

6. Claim 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Trovato et al. 
(US Patent Number 6,469,742 Bl) in further view of Patry et al. (US Patent Publication 
2003/0041335 Al) in further view of Burghard (US Patent Number 6,850,286 B2) 

Regarding claim 8, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 

4). 

However, Trovato does not disclose Scart, and Patry does not explicitly teach using pin 
1 0 for communicating indications. 

In an analogous art, Burghard discloses using "Project 50" pin of SCART to establish a 
data link to send information to a peripheral device (see column 7, lines 52-57). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of Applicant's invention 
to modify Trovato's invention in view of Patry's invention to use the tenth pin of a SCART 
connection for sending information, as in Burghard' s invention, to send an indication, as in 
Trovato's and Patry's invention, for establishing a connection for exchanging data (e.g. 
upgrading software) for the predictable result of preventing interference of exchanging data 
content from a link (e.g. vertical blanking interval pin) for exchanging analogue AV content pin, 
or any other connection for exchanging data and/or video. 
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7. Claim 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Trovato et al. 
(US Patent Number 6,469,742 Bl) in further view of Patry et al. (US Patent Publication 
2003/0041335 Al) in further view of Fiallos (US Publication 2002/0152467) 

Regarding claim 17, Trovato and Patry disclose everything as claimed above (see claim 

15). 

However neither Trovato nor Patry disclose the rate of exchange of data to be at least 10 
kbit/sec. 

In an analogous art, Fiallos discloses a component (i.e. Integrated/Receiving Decoder) 
with a minimum data rate of 100 kbit/sec for exchanging data content. 

It would have been obvious at the time of Applicant's invention to modify Trovato's 
invention in view of Patry invention exchange data to be at least 10 kbit/sec to prevent the hassle 
of waiting long amounts of time for a download or upload to finish. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brock N. Boss whose telephone number is (571) 270-1660. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 9:30-7:30 Eastern Standard Time. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivek Srivastava can be reached on (571) 272-7304. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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